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Dissertation
Hannah Arendt and Deliberative Judgment
Committee: John Christman (chair), Shannon Sullivan, Dennis Schmidt, and Stephen Browne
My dissertation investigates the role of judgment in the work of Hannah Arendt, focusing on her account of deliberation in democratic theory and her reading of Kant and Augustine. In an attempt to fill the lacuna left by her unfinished work, The Life of the Mind, I argue that Arendt’s appropriation of the Kantian sensus communis entails a theory of ethical and political judgment centered in the community rather than the subject. Judgment is guided and delimited by a hermeneutic understanding of the horizons of meaning and the role communities play in evaluating competing claims to normativity. Arendt’s early work on Augustine supplies an account of the discursive and material requirements to bridge divided communities, and I expand it with a reading of Augustine’s struggle to negotiate with the Donatist schismatics. Finally, I develop the parallels between Arendt’s later work and contemporary democratic theories of deliberation and public reason, focusing on her analysis of the growing power of the administrative state and public ignorance. Arendt held that communities of like-minded individuals supply the foundations of political action, and that the increasing interconnection of governance and economic management is detrimental to this civic springboard. I conclude that institutions cannot duck substantive contention about justice because one of the fundamental public goods they distribute is the opportunity for civic engagement. In addition to devoting their attention to the distribution of public goods, state institutions are obligated to supply a space for action and mutual engagement. 
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Philosophy of Law, 20th Century Continental Philosophy
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“Foresight, Epistemic Reliability, and the Systematic Underestimation of Risk,” (with Steven Maloney) in The Good Society. (18:2, 2009)
“An Act is Worth a Thousand Words: A Place for Public Action and Civic Engagement in Deliberative Democracy,” (with Steven Maloney) in Theoria. (55:117, 2008) 
"Rhetoric and Terror: Learning from Arendt’s Attack on Cliché," (with Steven Maloney) in The Good Society. (16:2, 2007)
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“Arendt’s Prejudice Against Charity,” Arendt Circle, John Carrol University, April 8-10, 2011
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“The Progressive Paradox: Hannah Arendt on Isonomy and Bureaucracy.” Communication Arts and Sciences Colloquium, Pennsylvania State University, November 30, 2007
“Work v. Action: The Human Condition and the Making of the World,” Hannah Arendt: Discernment in Dark Times, University Park, Pennsylvania, October 14-15, 2005
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“Status Updates,” in Twin Cities Review of Political Philosophy. (1:1, 2011)
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Work in PRogress

“Can We Think What We are Doing? Collective Agency and Responsibility in Arendt’s Action Theory.” 
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The Arendt Circle, Baltimore, MD March 9-11 2012
Hannah Arendt: Discernment in Dark Times, University Park, Pennsylvania, October 14-15, 2005
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As a Teaching Assistant at the Pennsylvania State University

Introduction to Philosophy: Fall 2004, Summer 2005

Introduction to the Ethics of Media and Journalism: Fall 2003, Spring 2005

Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy: Fall 2005
Philosophy of Law: Summer 2007

As an Adjunct Instructor at Middle Tennessee State University

Introduction to Philosophy: Spring 2008

Philosophy of Law: Spring 2008

As an Adjunct Instructor at American University

Theories of Democracy and Human Rights, Fall 2008
As an Adjunct Instructor at George Mason University
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